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It is affirmed the assignments are made out, and that
this has been the labor of Welner alone. For this Tea-
Son all the ministers, Schulemburg excepted (perhaps
because of his connections with Count Finckenstem, whom
the inauguration of Mademoiselle Voss must render power-
ful), are restless and terrified. Some of them have not
yet given in the least account to the King. Estimate by
this the state of a country in which everything depends
on the industry of the King. Be not astonished that so
little mention is made of business, for no business is
transacted; the affair of Launay is the only one which
is pursued with activity and hatred; everything else slum-
bers.

A person who .comes from Russia assures me that the
Empress has long omitted going any more to the Senate,
and that she habitually intoxicates herself with Champagne
and Hungary wine (this is contradictory to every account
I have hitherto received); that Potemkin elevates his
ambition to the grandest projects, and that it is openly
affirmed he will either be made Emperor or be beheaded,
at the accession of the Grand Duke. This artful and
decisive man, possessed of uncommon fortitude, has not a
single friend; and yet the number of his creatures and
creditors who with him would lose their all, is so great
in every class of the people, that his party is extremely
formidable. He amasses immense treasures, in a country
where everything is venal. Accustomed never to pay his
debts, and disposing of everything in Russia, he does not
find any difficulty in accumulating enormous sums. He
has an apartment, the key of which he keeps himself,
partitioned out from top to bottom, and divided into a
great number of boxes, filled with bank bills of Russia,
Denmark, and particularly of Holland and England. A
person in his employment proposed to him the purchase
of a library, appertaining to a great lord that had lately
died. Potemkin took him into his bank-bill apartment,
where the only answer he made was asking whether he
imagined this library was of equal value with the one
proposed. Possessed of such pecuniary aid, he has no need
of any other to perform whatever he shall dare to under*
at Petersburg1,k it pe-
